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December 3, 2021
Dear School Community,

The tragedy that occurred Tuesday in Oxford, Mich., continues to weigh heavily on our hearts, and
our thoughts remain with the entire Oxford school community. With any school crisis, the safety of
students and staff is our top priority, and this event, though hundreds of miles away, serves as a
reminder of the crucial role we all play in the safety of schools here in our five counties of Antrim,
Benzie, Grand Traverse, Kalkaska and Leelanau.

If you see something, say something. Students, families or other individuals who have information
about any potentially harmful event should immediately contact local law enforcement and school
officials directly: Call 911, or report anonymously via OK2SAY. Contact OK2SAY via phone: 855-
565-2729, or text: 652729, or email: OK2SAY @mi.gov.

School officials and law enforcement take every threat seriously and will investigate them
thoroughly to protect students and staff. While we are not aware of any credible threats to schools in
our region, other districts throughout Michigan have seen disruptions in learning as a result of what
happened in Oxford and subsequent social media posts and rumors circulating in those
communities.

We all have an obligation to ensure our schools are safe spaces, and the best way forward is through
trust and collaboration. This starts with understanding the consequences of making false claims of a
threat. School leaders and law enforcement are unable to intervene if we aren’t aware, and it is often
our students and their families who are first to notice something unusual or alarming. Reporting
false threats, though, draws limited resources away from critical needs, such as investigating
legitimate concerns, and such actions can be met with legal repercussions.

As educators, this tragedy is a moment for us to reflect on whether we are taking the steps necessary
to connect with all of our students to make sure they feel welcomed, supported and safe. For
students and their families, we hope to foster stronger relationships with each other and our
communities, and build upon the ways in which we can all work together to ensure a safe learning
environment for everyone.

Tragedies, regardless of where they happen, can affect our lives in many ways, such as causing some
to feel grief or anxiety. There are a number of resources related to school violence available through
the Michigan Association of School Psychologists. Mental health resources are also available
through the Michigan Department of Education, and the National Association of School
Psychologists provides information on how to discuss violence with others.



mailto:OK2SAY@mi.gov
https://www.maspweb.com/School-Violence
https://www.michigan.gov/mde/0,4615,7-140-74638-199286--,00.html
https://www.nasponline.org/resources-and-publications/resources-and-podcasts/school-safety-and-crisis/school-violence-resources/talking-to-children-about-violence-tips-for-parents-and-teachers

Our school leaders and staff work hard to ensure our buildings, classrooms and school campuses are
safe and secure learning environments every day, and we will continue to prioritize the well-being of
our students and staff. We place trust in our communities to help us in that effort.

Respectfully,

Nick Ceglarek
Northwest Education Services

Casey Petz
Suttons Bay Public Schools

Jeff Dirosa
Mancelona Public Schools

Jeff Tousley
Frankfort-Elberta Area Schools

Jessica Harrand
Buckley Community Schools

John VanWagoner
Traverse City Area Public Schools

Mark Mattson
Glen Lake Community Schools

Josh Rothwell
Forest Area Community Schools

Keith Smith
Kingsley Area Schools

Mark Brenton
Bellaire Public Schools

Amiee Erfourth
Benzie Central Schools

Stephanie Long
Leland Public Schools

Mike Hill
Crawford School, Excelsior District #1

Neil Wetherbee
Northport Public School

Rich Satterlee
Alba Public School

Rick Heitmeyer
Kalkaska Public Schools

Julie Brown
Elk Rapids

Jim Coneset
Grand Traverse Academy

Erick Chittle
Grand Traverse Area Catholic Schools

Robert Walker
Greenspire School

Trey Devey
Interlochen Center for the Arts

Darci Long
North Central Academy



Renee Kolle
Old Mission Peninsula Schools

Lisa Medina
St. Mary Hannah School

Megan Glynn
St. Mary Lake Leelanau Catholic School

Michele Shane
The Children’s House

Rob Hansen
The Leelanau School

Jill Vigenski
The Pathfinder School

Tyler VanSchepen
Traverse City Christian Schools

Kyle Smith
Trinity Lutheran School

Jessie Milne & Kristine Giem
Woodland School
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