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SPECIAL MEETING 
 
A Special meeting of the Benzie County Central Board of Education was held Tuesday, 

February 15, 2022, in the Board of Education Conference Room.  

 

 
President Brown called the meeting to order at 5:00 PM   
 
Members Present: Mrs. Brown, Mr. Barnard, Mr. Childs, Ms. Cota Hill, Mr. Noffsinger 
                                 
 
Members Absent:  Mrs. Johnston, Mrs. Pomper  
 
21-22-104 It was moved by Mr. Noffsinger and supported by Mr. Barnard to approve 

the agenda with the following amendments: Add Item B. High School 
Weight Room Addition Bids to Adminstration Report, and Add Item C. 
Approval of High School Weight Room Addition Bids to Action Topics. 

  Ayes: 5     Nays:  0     Motion Carried 
 
Student Council Report:  NONE 
 
Administration Report:  

A. Return to Benzie Plan – Superintendent Erfourth shared that the Benzie-Leelanua 
District Health Department will be rescinding the First Amended Order. “School 
Superintendents -As we have discussed in our weekly meetings, the health department 
has been regularly monitoring pandemic risk trends in relation to recommended and 
required COVID-19 mitigation measures throughout the school year. Due to improving 
conditions surrounding the pandemic, the Benzie-Leelanau District Health Department 
is announcing that the First Amended Order which requires masks to be worn in school 
settings, will be lifted in one week, with rescission effective at 11:59 p.m., Thursday, 

February 17, 2022.” – BLDHD The rescinding of this order would mean that masks 
would not have to be worn in school and that COVID positive students could 
either quarantine for 10 days out of school our come back days six through ten, 
provided they were masked.  In addition, athletic testing would also be resinded 
in this order.  Superintendent Erfouth shared the results of the staff survey, in 
which there were 106 responses.  Given the feedback, Board of Education 
President, Nicki Brown, recommends to the Board of Education to have masks be 
optional for students, staff, and visitors and also recommends allowing students 
to come back at day six to keep our students in school. **Masks are still required 
on the school bus per federal law. 

 
B. High School Weight Room Addition Bids – Superintendent Erfourth shared that 

the New Elementary Bid Opening took place today at 2:05 PM, and that the New 
Elementary Bid came in 300 thousand under budget.  Given the High School 
Weight Room Additon Bids were not approved on January 10, 2022 given they 
were contingent on New Elementary Bids, Superintendent Erfourth recommends 
to take action this evening.  Given supply chains, and time contraints, Gris Gerke 
from Wolgast also supports.   
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Board of Education/Committee Reports:  NONE 

 
 

Audience Participation (Agenda Items Only): NONE 
 
21-22-105 It was moved by Mr. Noffsinger and supported by Mr. Childs to approve 
going into Closed Session for Purposes of Consideration of Student Discipline –Student 

A Hearing. 
Ayes:  5   Nays:  0                     Motion Carried  
 
 
Discussion Topics:   

A. Student A Hearing  - Consideration of Student Discipline  (Closed Session) 
 
21-22-106 It was moved by Mr. Barnard and supported by Mr. Noffsinger to return to 
Open Session  
Ayes:  5     Nays:  0   Motion Carried 
                 
Action Topics: 
 
21-22-107 It was moved by Mr. Noffsinger and supported by Mr. Childs to approve the 
Return to Benzie Plan – Masks being optional for students, staff, and visitors, and 
COVID positive students able to return days 6-10 with strict masking.  Athletic testing 
no longer required. **Masks are still required on the school bus per federal law. 
Ayes:  5   Nays:  0                     Motion Carried  
 
21-22-108 It was moved by Mr. Barnard and supported by Mr. Noffsinger to approve 
the Consideration of Student Discipline for Student A (Resolution 5206-F-12)– Student is 
allowed enrollment at the Benzie Academy in either the AM/PM Session or All Virtual 
until graduation requirements are completed.  Student is not allowed on the main 
MS/HS Campus or allowed to participate in any athletics/extracurricular activies, with 
prior approval from Administration. Student is not allowed access to the school bus 
from the Benzie Central Transportation Department. 
Ayes:  4   Nays:  1                     Motion Carried  
 
21-22-109 It was moved by Mr. Childs and supported by Mr. Noffsinger to approve the 
High School Weight Room Additon Bids.  
Ayes:  5   Nays:  0                     Motion Carried  
 
 
Audience Participation (Open Topics):  NONE 
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21-22-110 It was moved by Mr. Noffsinger and supported by Mr. Childs to adjourn the 
special meeting 6:37 PM 
Ayes:  5     Nays:  0   Motion Carried 

      

              
       ___________________________________  

          Secretary, Board of Education  

 

Please note that February 15, 2022 Special Board Minutes are subject for approval 
on February 21, 2022 

 

Respectfully submitted,  

 

Catina Crossman 

Executive Assistant to the Superintendent 

Board of Education Administrative Assistant 

Benzie County Central Schools  


